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LOCATION 

The  St.  Mihiel  American  Cemetery 
and  Memorial  is  situated  at  the  west 
edge  of  Thiaucourt,  Meurthe-et- 
Moselle,  France.  The  road  from  Ver- 
dun (29  miles/47  km.),  through 
Fresnes-en-Woevre,  passes  the  entrance 
to  the  cemetery  and  continues  on  to 
Pont-a-Mousson  and  Nancy  (29  miles/ 
47  km.).  The  cemetery  may  be 
reached  from  Paris  by  automobile 
( 182  miles  /293  km.)  via  Verdun,  and 
from  Metz  (23  miles/37  km.),  or  by 


train  (Care  de  I’Est)  to  Thiaucourt. 
Hotel  accommodations  are  available  at 
Metz,  Nancy,  Pont-a-Mousson  and 
Verdun,  and  taxicab  service  is  available 
in  these  cities  to  take  visitors  to  the 
cemetery.  Taxicab  service  is  not  avail- 
able at  Thiaucourt.  Visitors  requiring 
transportation  to  the  cemetery  from 
Thiaucourt  should  telephone  Thiau- 
court 106.  The  cemetery  superintend- 
ent or  a member  of  his  staff  will  provide 
transportation  to  the  cemetery  from 
Thiaucourt. 
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HISTORY 

Following  their  unsuccessful  efforts 
in  the  first  Battle  of  the  Marne  in  1914, 
the  German  invaders  occupied  the  St. 
Mihiel  salient  on  the  western  front,  a 
position  which  offered  considerable 
natural  defensive  strength.  Roughly 
shaped  like  a triangle,  the  salient  ran 
from  Verdun  on  the  north,  south  to  St. 
Mihiel  and  then  east  to  Pont-a-Mous- 
son  on  the  Moselle  River.  It  was 
bordered  by  a line  of  hills  known  as 
the  Heights  of  the  Meuse  and  a suc- 
cession of  marshes  and  lakes  situated 
across  deep  ravines  and  dense  forests. 
In  addition  to  its  natural  defensive  ad- 
vantages, the  salient  protected  the 
strategic  rail  center  of  Metz  and  the 
Briey  iron  basin  so  vital  to  the  Ger- 
mans as  a source  of  raw  materials  for 
munitions.  Offensively,  it  interrupted 
French  rail  communications  and  con- 
stituted a constant  threat  against  Ver- 
dun and  Nancy.  Reduction  of  the 
salient  was  imperative  before  any  large 


Allied  offensive  could  be  launched 
against  Briey  and  Metz  or  northward 
bet\\'een  the  Meuse  River  and  Argonne 
Forest. 

Therefore,  on  September  12,  1918, 
the  St.  Mihiel  offensive  was  under- 
taken. It  was  the  first  operation  of 
World  War  I carried  out  by  an  Amer- 
ican Army  under  the  separate  and  in- 
dependent control  of  an  American 
Commander-in-Chief  and  it  was  a 
complete  success. 


THE  SITE 

The  cemetery,  40/2  acres  in  extent, 
is  located  almost  at  the  center  of  the 
salient  where  the  majority  of  the  4,152 
military  Dead  buried  there  gave  their 
lives.  The  cemetery  was  first  established 
as  a temporary  cemetery  by  the 
American  Graves  Registration  Serv- 
ice following  the  offensive  in  1918. 
After  the  war,  the  other  temporary 
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cemeteries  in  the  area  were  discon- 
tinued and  the  military  Dead  of  the 
region  whose  next-of-kin  requested 
burial  overseas  were  moved  to  the  St. 
Mihiel  cemetery  for  permanent  inter- 
ment. It  is  the  third  largest  of  the 
eight  permanent  World  War  I Ameri- 
can military  cemetery  memorials  in 
Europe.  Post  war  administration  of  the 
cemetery  passed  to  the  American  Bat- 
tle Monuments  Commission  in  1934. 

The  Commission,  whose  functions 
are  described  in  the  latter  pages  of  this 
booklet,  landscaped  the  grounds  and 
constructed  the  memorial  chapel  and 
other  permanent  buildings  in  the 
cemetery. 


ARCHITECT 

Architect  for  the  memorial  chapel 
and  other  architectural  features  was 
Thomas  Harlan  Ellett  of  New  York. 


GENERAL  LAYOUT 

The  formal  entrance,  with  its  orna- 
mental grill  gates  and  fencing  and  its 
gem-like  buildings,  is  of  striking 
beauty,  and  offers  an  excellent  view 
of  the  cemetery.  In  front  is  located  a 
bed  of  flowering  annuals.  To  the  right 
of  the  entrance  is  the  Superintendent’s 
Office ; to  the  left  is  the  Visitors’  Build- 
ing. Both  are  constructed  of  Euville 
limestone.  Directly  behind  these  build- 
ings is  the  cemetery  proper.  Here,  in  a 
beautifully  landscaped  setting,  are  the 
graves  area  and  the  memorial.  The 
pristine  whiteness  of  the  headstones  is 
in  striking  contrast  to  the  immaculately 
maintained  emerald  green  lawn. 
Square-trimmed  European  linden  trees 
border  the  main  paths,  their  low  over- 
hanging boughs  furnishing  a leafy  can- 
opy. Flower  beds  of  polyantha  roses 
are  planted  along  the  transverse  axis. 

At  the  intersection  of  the  central  mall 
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and  transverse  axis  in  the  center  of  the 
cemetery  is  a large  sundial  of  attractive 
design  consisting  of  a carved  stone 
eagle  gnomon  on  a round  base  sur- 
rounded by  beds  of  floral  annuals  and 
bordered  with  a dwarf  boxwood  hedge. 
The  shadow  cast  by  the  eagle  gnomon 
in  relationship  to  the  lead  Roman  nu- 
merals set  in  the  flat  surface  of  the  base 
indicates  the  time  of  day.  Around  the 
circular  base  of  the  sundial  is  carved 
the  inscription: 

TIME  WILL  NOT  DIM 
THE  GLORY  OF  THEIR  DEEDS 

From  this  point  one  can  view  the 
beautiful  perspectives  along  the  two 
axes  of  the  cemetery.  At  the  west  end 
of  the  transverse  axis  is  a sculptured 
stone  figure  of  a youthful  American 
officer,  executed  by  Paul  Manship  of 
New  York,  standing  in  front  of  a stone 
cross  in  his  field  uniform,  with  trench 
helmet  in  hand  and  side  arms  and  gas 
mask.  Above  his  head  is  engraved : 

IL  DORT 
LOIN  DES  SIENS 
DANS  LA  DOUCE 
TERRE  DE  FRANCE 


Sculpture  of  a young  American  officer  in 
field  uniform 


(Translation:  He  sleeps  far  from  his 
family  in  the  gentle  land  of  France.) 
and  on  the  pedestal  below  him; 

BLESSED  ARE  THEY  THAT 
HAVE  THE  HOME  LONGING 
FOR  THEY  SHALL  GO  HOME 

At  the  opposite  end  of  the  trans- 
verse axis  is  an  ornamental  um  on  a 
semi-circular  platform  flanked  by  two 
beautiful  yews.  From  this  platform,  fac- 
ing the  east,  an  excellent  view  of  the 
surrounding  rural  countryside  may  be 
seen. 

THE  MEMORIAL 

At  the  north  end  of  the  cemetery 
stands  the  memorial,  an  open  circular 
colonnade  or  peristyle  flanked  by  a 
chapel  room  on  the  left  and  a museum 
room  on  the  right.  On  the  left  front 
facade  of  the  memorial  is  engraved  a 
lamp  representing  an  eternal  flame  and 
under  it  the  inscription: 

1914 

1918 

TO  THOSE 
WHO  DIED 
FOR  THEIR 
COUNTRY 

On  the  opposite  facade  appears  the 
same  lamp  symbol  and  the  same  in- 
scription in  French. 

The  memorial  rests  on  a slightly 
raised  circular  terrace  and  is  enclosed 
by  a stone  faced  wall.  On  the  lawn  in 
front  of  it  are  two  large  flagpoles  with 
stone  and  bronze  bases.  Large  chestnut 
trees  frame  it  on  the  sides  and  rear  and 
immediately  behind  the  memorial  are 
two  large  weeping  willows. 

The  memorial  is  constructed  of 
Rooheret  limestone.  On  the  inside 
surface  of  the  lintel  is  carved  in  the 
stone : 

THIS  CHAPEL  HAS  BEEN 

ERECTED  BY  THE  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  IN 
GRATEFUL  REMEMBRANCE  OF 
HER  SONS  WHO  DIED  IN 
THE  WORLD  WAR 
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Sculpture  at  the  center  of  the  peristyle 
representing  an  ancient  funereal  vase 


These  words  emphasize  that  the  me- 
morial and  indeed  the  entire  cemetery 
were  erected  not  to  commemorate  the 
glory  of  battles  won  or  the  triumph  of 
victory  achieved,  but  to  pay  homage 
to  those  American  servicemen  who 
made  the  supreme  sacrifice  for  their 
country. 

The  large  rose-granite  urn  with  its 
carved  drapery  at  the  center  of  the 
peristyle  resembles  an  ancient  funereal 
vase.  One  of  its  decorative  features  is 
a winged  horse,  Pegasus,  symbolizing 
the  flight  of  the  immortal  soul  to  its 
resting  place  in  the  life  beyond. 

To  the  left  of  the  peristyle,  bronze 
doors,  decorated  with  stars  and  two 
miniature  soldier  heads,  lead  to  the  im- 
pressive interior  of  the  chapel  room. 
The  caived  white  Italian  marble  altar 
holds  a lighted  bronze  lamp  symbolic 
of  an  eternal  flame.  Above  the  altar  is 
a richly  colored  mosaic  depicting  the 
“Angel  of  Victory”  sheathing  a sword 
and  “Doves  of  Peace”  bearing  olive 
branches.  At  the  top  of  the  wall,  carved 
in  white  marble  with  gold  letters,  is  the 
inscription : 


I GIVE  UNTO  THEM 
ETERNAL  LIFE  AND  THEY 
SHALL  NEVER  PERISH 

The  mosaics  on  the  end  walls  have 
as  their  main  features  large  shields  dis- 
playing the  national  colors  of  the 
United  States  and  of  France. 

The  coffered  ceiling  is  decorated  in 
gold  and  blue,  while  the  floor  and 
lower  wall-paneling  are  of  inlaid  mar- 
ble with  light  and  dark  green  mark- 
ings. Disposed  about  the  chapel  in 
appropriate  places  are  graceful  cande- 
labra, cushioned  seats  and  kneeling 
benches. 

Grossing  to  the  right  side  of  the  me- 
morial one  enters  the  museum  through 
a similar  set  of  bronze  doors.  On  the 
wall  directly  opposite  the  doorway  is  a 
beautiful  map  of  the  St.  Mihiel  region 
inlaid  with  various  colored  marbles. 
This  map  shows  the  boundaries  of  the 
salient,  the  German  lines  before  the  of- 
fensive, the  Allied  lines  after  the  battle 
and  the  progress  of  the  campaign. 

On  the  side  walls  of  the  museum  are 
black  marble  panels,  at  the  tops  of 
which  are  engraved ; 


Wall  of  the  Missing 
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The  Memorial  Peristyle 


IN  MEMORY  OF  THOSE  AMERI- 
CAN SOLDIERS  WHO  FOUGHT 
IN  THIS  REGION  AND  WHO 
SLEEP  IN  UNKNOWN  GRAVES. 

Listed  below  the  inscription  in  gold 
letters  are  the  names  of  the  284  Amer- 
ican soldiers  who  gave  their  lives  in 
this  area,  but  whose  remains  were  not 
recovered  or  identified. 


THE  GRAVES  AREA 

The  graves  area  consists  of  four  bur- 
ial plots,  lettered  from  A to  D,  sepa- 
rated by  the  central  mall  and  the  trans- 
verse axis.  The  4,152  headstones  are 
arranged  in  parallel  rows  across  the 
green  lawns  which  carpet  the  graves 
area.  The  precise  alignment  of  clean, 
polished  marble  headstones  on  clipped 
green  grass  assures  the  visitor  that  no 
feature  of  the  cemetery  receives  more 
respectful  care  than  does  the  graves 
area. 
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Montscc  Monument 


On  a high  isolated  hill,  12  miles/ 
19  km.  from  the  St.  Mihiel  Ameri- 
can Cemetery,  stands  the  Montsec 
monument.  It  commemorates  the  cap- 
ture of  the  St.  Mihiel  salient  by  the 
American  First  Army,  the  operations 
of  the  American  Second  Army  on  No- 
vember 9-11,  1918,  and  other  combat 
services  of  American  divisions  both  in 
this  region  and  in  Alsace  and  Lorraine. 

The  monument  consists  of  a large 
circular  colonnade,  at  the  center  of 
which,  on  a raised  platform,  is  a bronze 
relief  map  of  the  St.  Mihiel  salient. 
Its  size,  its  commanding  site,  and  the 
perfection  of  its  proportions  combine 
to  make  it  one  of  the  most  impressive  in 
Europe. 

On  the  right  side  of  a flight  of  steps 
leading  to  the  monument  is  engraved : 

THIS  MONUMENT  HAS  BEEN 
ERECTED  BY  THE  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA 
TO  COMMEMORATE  THE 
CAPTURE  OF  THE  ST.  MIHIEL 
SALIENT  BY  THE  TROOPS 


OF  HER  FIRST  ARMY  AND 
TO  RECORD  THE  SERVICES 
OF  THE  AMERICAN 
EXPEDITIONARY  FORCES  ON 
THE  BATTLEFRONT  IN  THIS 
REGION  AND  ELSEWHERE  IN 
LORRAINE  AND  IN  ALSACE. 
IT  STANDS  AS  A LASTING 
SYMBOL  OF  THE  FRIENDSHIP 
AND  COOPERATION 
BETWEEN  THE  FRENCH  AND 
AMERICAN  ARMIES. 

The  same  inscription  is  repeated  in 
French  on  the  left  side  of  the  flight  of 
steps.  Near  the  top  of  the  monument 
on  the  outside  lintel  are  engraved  the 
names  of  villages  and  towns  where 
battles  were  fought  in  this  region : 

THIAUCOURT— VIGNEULLES— 
FRESNES— VIEVILLE— ST.  BEN- 
OIT—NORROY—BENEY—J  AUL- 
NY—  FRAPELLE  — HAUMONT  — 
ST.  HILAIRE— XAMMES— NON- 
SARD—VILCEY— ST.  BAUSSANT 
— VANDIERES. 
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Somme  American  Cemetery,  Bony,  Aisne,  France 


American  memorials 
and 

©oerseas  Hilitaru  Cemeteries 


The  AMERICAN  BATTLE  MON- 
UMENTS COMMISSION  was  cre- 
ated by  act  of  Congress  in  March  1923 
to  erect  and  maintain  memorials  in 
the  United  States  and  foreign  coun- 
tries where  the  United  States  Armed 
Forces  have  served  since  April  6,  1917, 
and  to  control  as  to  design  and  provide 


regulations  for  the  erection  of  monu- 
ments, markers,  and  memorials  in  for- 
eign countries  by  other  United  States 
citizens  and  organizations,  public  or 
private.  It  was  later  given  responsi- 
bility for  establishing  or  taking  over 
from  the  Armed  Forces  permanent 
burial  grounds  in  foreign  countries  and 
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.OXFORD 


CAMBRIDGE 


designing,  constructing  and  maintain- 
ing permanent  cemetery  memorials  at 
these  burial  sites;  controlling  as  to  de- 
sign and  materials,  providing  regula- 
tions for,  and  supervising  erection  of 
all  monuments,  memorials,  buildings, 
and  other  structures  in  permanent 
United  States  cemetery  memorials  on 
foreign  soil;  and  cooperating  with 


American  citizens.  States,  municipali- 
ties, or  associations  desiring  to  erect 
war  memorials  outside  the  continental 
limits  of  the  United  States.  It  is  not 
responsible  for  construction,  mainte- 
nance, or  operation  of  cemeteries  in 
the  continental  United  States  or  its 
Territories  and  possessions. 
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After  World  War  I the  American 
Battle  Monuments  Commission  erected 
a memorial  chapel  in  each  of  the  eight 
military  cemeteries  overseas  already 
established  by  the  War  Department,  as 
well  as  1 1 monuments  and  two  bronze 
tablets  on  the  battlefields  and  else- 
where, to  record  the  achievements  of 
our  Armed  Forces.  In  1934  the  World 


War  I overseas  cemeteries  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Commission  by  Executive 
Order. 

The  names  and  locations  of  these 
World  War  I cemetery  memorials,  the 
numbers  of  burials,  and  the  numbers 
of  Missing  recorded  at  their  memorials 
are: 
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Burials 

Missing 

Commem- 

orated 

Knowns  Unknowns 

Aisne-Marne,  Belleau,  France 

2,  039 

249 

1,060 

Brookwood,  England 

...  ■ 427 

41 

563 

Flanders  Field,  Waregem,  Belgium 

347 

21 

43 

Meuse-Argonne,  Romagne,  France 

13,  760 

486 

954 

Oise-Aisne,  Fere-en-Tardenois,  France 

5,415 

597 

241 

St.  Mihiel,  Thiaucourt,  France 

4,  035 

117 

284 

Somme,  Bony,  France 

1,  706 

131 

333 

Suresnes  (See  WW  II  also),  France 

1,535 

6 

974 

Totals 

29,  264 

1,648 

4,  452 

World  War  I monuments  erected  by 
the  Commission  are  located  at  or 
near:  Audenarde,  Belgium;  Bellicourt, 
France;  Brest,  France;  Cantigny, 
France;  Chateau-Thierry,  France;  Gi- 
braltar; Kemmel,  Belgium;  Montfau- 
con,  France;  Montsec,  France;  Som- 
mepy,  France;  and  Tours,  France. 
World  War  I tablets  are  at  Chaumont 
and  Souilly,  France. 

By  the  end  of  World  War  II  several 
hundred  temporary  cemeteries  had 
been  established  by  the  American 
Graves  Registration  Service  of  the 
United  States  Army.  During  the  years 
1947  to  1954  that  Service,  complying 
with  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  next- 
of-kin,  and  by  authority  of  law,  repatri- 
ated the  remains  of  some  172,000 
recovered  bodies.  The  remainder  were 
given  final  interment  in  the  permanent 
military  cemeteries  on  foreign  soil,  in 
private  cemeteries  overseas,  and  in  the 


national  cemeteries  in  Honolulu,  Sitka, 
and  Puerto  Rico  (which  remain  under 
Army  control).  As  was  the  case  after 
World  War  I,  some  remains  were  left 
in  isolated  graves  outside  of  the  ceme- 
teries by  request  of  the  families  who 
then  became  responsible  for  their 
maintenance. 

Fourteen  sites  in  foreign  countries 
were  selected  as  permanent  cemeteries 
in  1947  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Army 
and  the  American  Battle  Monuments 
Commission  in  concert.  Their  locations 
reflect  the  progress  of  the  military  op- 
erations and  were  selected  with  con- 
sideration of  their  accessibility,  aspect, 
prospect,  drainage,  and  other  practical 
factors.  The  World  War  II  cemeteries 
with  numbers  of  burials,  including  Un- 
knowns, and  the  numbers  of  Missing 
recorded  at  their  memorials  and  at 
three  separate  memorials  on  United 
States  soil  are: 


Burials  Missing 

Commem- 

Knowns  Unknowns  orated 


Ardennes,  Neuville-en-Condroz,  Belgium 

Brittany,  St.  James,  France 

Cambridge,  England 

Epinal,  France 

Florence,  Italy 

Henri-Chapelle,  Belgium 

Lorraine,  St.  Avoid,  France 

Luxembourg,  Luxembourg  City,  Luxembourg. . . . 

Manila,  Republic  of  the  Philippines 

Netherlands,  Margraten,  Netherlands 

Normandy,  St.  Laurent-sur-Mer,  France 


4,  530 

780 

462 

4,  313 

97 

498 

3,  787 

24 

5,  125 

5,  186 

69 

424 

4,  189 

213 

1,409 

7,  895 

94 

450 

10,  338 

151 

444 

4,  975 

101 

370 

13,  462 

3,  744 

36,  279 

8,  195 

106 

1,  722 

9,  079 

307 

1,557 
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North  Africa,  Carthage,  Tunisia 2,  600 

Rhone,  Draguignan,  France 799 

Sicily-Rome,  Nettuno,  Italy 7,  372 


Suresnes  (See  WW  I also),  France 

East  Coast  Memorial,  New  York  City,  New  York 
Honolulu  Memorial,  Honolulu,  Hawaii 

West  Coast  Memorial,  San  Francisco,  Calif 


240 

3,  724 

62 

293 

490 

3,  094 

24  . . 

4,  596 

18,  093 
*(8,  194) 

412 

Totals 


86,  720  6, 502  78, 952 


World  War  II  cemeteries  maintained  by  the  Department  of  the  Army  are: 


Honolulu,  Hawaii 11,505  2,028  (See  Honolulu 

Memorial) 

Puerto  Rico 69  

Sitka,  Alaska 67  5 


In  every  case,  use  of  the  permanent 
cemetery  sites  on  foreign  soil  was 
granted  in  perpetuity  by  the  host  gov- 
ernment to  the  United  States  free  of 
cost,  rent  and  taxation.  The  temporary 
cemeterv'  sites  not  selected  as  perma- 
nent cemeteries  reverted  to  the  land- 
owmers. 

In  1947,  an  outstanding  American 
architect  was  selected  to  design  each  of 
the  World  War  II  cemeteries,  conceiv- 
ing its  grave  plots,  a chapel  and  a mu- 
seum as  complementary  elements  of 
an  integral  memorial  to  the  services 
and  sacrifices  of  the  American  Armed 
Services  who  fought  in  the  particular 
region.  Upon  approval  of  their  general 
schemes  by  the  Commission,  and  by 
agreement  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Army,  the  architects’  plans  of  the  grave 
plots  were  followed  by  the  American 
Graves  Registration  Service  in  making 
the  permanent  burials  of  those  remains 
which  by  decision  of  the  next-of-kin 
were  to  be  interred  overseas.  The 
timely  cooperation  between  these  two 
agencies  contributed  appreciably  to  the 
coherence  of  the  development  of  the 
cemetery  designs. 


Beginning  in  the  latter  half  of  1949, 
the  permanent  interments  having  been 
virtually  completed,  the  World  War  II 
overseas  cemeteries  were  progressively 
transferred  for  construction  and  main- 
tenance to  the  American  Battle  Monu- 
ments Commission  by  Presidential  Ex- 
ecutive Order.  Thereupon,  the  remain- 
ing portions  of  the  architects’  designs 
were  carried  out,  step  by  step — grad- 
ing; installation  of  a system  of  rein- 
forced concrete  beams  on  piles  to 
maintain  the  levels  and  alignments  of 
the  headstones;  fabrication  and  instal- 
lation of  the  headstones;  construction 
of  water  supply  and  distribution  sys- 
tems, utilities  buildings,  roads  and 
paths;  plantings;  and  the  erection  of 
the  memorials,  visitors’  buildings,  and 
flagpoles. 

For  design  of  the  various  memorials, 
no  speciflc  limitations  were  imposed 
upon  the  architects  other  than  budg- 
eted cost  and  a requirement  that  each 
was  to  embody  these  features : 

A small  devotional  chapel. 

Inscription  of  the  names  and  par- 
ticulars of  the  Missing  in  the  region. 


*8,194  Missing  of  the  Korean  conflict  are  commemorated  at  the  Honolulu  Memorial 
in  addition  to  the  18,093  of  World  War  II  commemorated  there. 
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Memorial  and  Wall  of  the  Missing,  Cambridge  American  Cemetery,  Cambridge,  England 


A graphic  record^  in  permanent 
form^  of  the  service  of  our  troops 
(WW  II  only,  although  Oise-Aisne, 
Meuse-Argonne  and  St.  Mihiel  WW  I 
American  Cemeteries  also  have  maps) . 

These  requirements  have  been  inter- 
preted in  a wide  and  interesting  variety 
of  forms. 

An  important  motive  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  memorials  is  the  im- 
plied undertaking  by  our  Government 
to  record  by  monuments  the  achieve- 
ments of  our  Armed  Services,  since  the 
erection  of  memorials  by  the  troops 
(v/hich  in  the  past  unfortunately  had 
all  too  often  been  found  to  be  poorly 
designed,  poorly  constructed,  and  lack- 
ing provision  for  maintenance)  was 
expressly  forbidden  by  the  military 
services.  The  permanent  graphic  rec- 
ord takes  the  form  of  military  maps, 
usually  large  murals,  amplified  by  de- 
scriptive texts  in  English  as  well  as  in 
the  language  of  the  country  in  which 
the  cemetery  is  located.  The  historical 
data  for  these  maps  were  prepared  by 


the  American  Battle  Monuments  Com- 
mission. The  maps  themselves  were 
rendered  by  experienced  artists  in 
tasteful  presentation  using  various 
media;  layered  marbles,  fresco,  bronze 
relief,  mosaic  concrete  or  ceramics. 
Another  feature  of  interest  at  each  me- 
morial is  the  two  sets  of  “key-maps”: 
“The  War  Against  Germany”  and 
“The  War  Against  Japan.”  Each  set 
consists  of  three  maps,  each  map  cover- 
ing about  one-third  of  the  period  of 
our  participation  in  the  war.  By  these 
key-maps  any  major  battle  may  be 
related  to  the  others  in  time  and 
space. 

With  each  architect,  an  American 
landscape  architect,  an  American 
sculptor,  and  an  American  muralist  or 
painter  usually  collaborated.  Their 
combined  talents  produced  the  beauty 
and  dignity  of  the  memorials  all  of 
which  are  dedicated  to  the  memory' 
of  the  achievements  of  those  who 
served  and  of  the  sacrifices  of  those 
who  died.  The  construction  of  the 
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Maps  on  Chapel  Walls,  Ardennes  American  Cemetery,  N euville-en-Condroz,  Belgium 


cemeteries  and  memorials,  and  the 
execution  of  most  of  the  works  of  art, 
were  performed  by  local  contractors 
and  artists  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Commission. 

At  each  cemetery  there  is  a visitors’ 
building  or  room,  with  comfortable 
furnishings.  Here  visitors  may  learn 
the  grave  locations  (or  inscriptions  of 
the  Missing)  at  any  of  the  overseas 
cemeteries. 

Each  grave  in  the  overseas  ceme- 
teries is  marked  by  a headstone  of 
white  marble — a Star  of  David  for 
those  of  Jewish  faith,  a Latin  Cross  for 
all  others.  Each  headstone  bears  the 
deceased’s  name,  rank,  service,  organi- 
zation, date  of  death,  and  State  or  Ter- 
ritory from  which  he  entered  the 
military  service. 

In  the  World  War  I cemeteries, 
headstones  of  the  Unknowns,  i.e., 
those  remains  which  could  not  be  iden- 
tified, bear  the  inscription : HERE 
RESTS  IN  HONORED  GLORY  AN 
AMERICAN  SOLDIER  KNOWN 


BUT  TO  GOD.  In  the  World  War  II 
cemeteries,  the  inscription  reads : 
HERE  RESTS  IN  HONORED 
GLORY  A COMRADE  IN  ARMS 
KNOWN  BUT  TO  GOD. 

Tablets  of  the  Missing  (which  also 
include  the  names  of  those  whose  re- 
mains could  not  be  identified,  and 
those  lost  and  buried  at  sea)  give 
name,  rank,  organization,  and  State; 
the  circumstances  under  which  death 
occurred  usually  precluded  the  pos- 
sibility of  determining  the  exact  date. 

These  cemeteries  are  open  to  the 
public  every  day  of  the  year.  Photog- 
raphy is  permitted  without  special  au- 
thorization, except  when  it  is  to  be 
used  for  commercial  purposes — in  such 
cases,  permission  must  be  obtained 
from  the  Commission’s  local  office. 

Unlike  national  cemeteries  under 
jurisdiction  of  the  Department  of  the 
Army,  there  can  be  no  further  burials 
in  the  American  military  cemeteries 
overseas  except  of  those  remains  which 
may  in  the  future  be  found  on  the 
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The  Buddy  Statue,  Sicily-Rome  American 
Cemetery,  Nettuno,  Italy 


battlefields.  Essentially,  these  graves 
with  their  memorials  constitute  in- 
violable shrines. 

In  addition  to  the  eight  World  War  I 
cemeteries,  the  14  World  War  II  ceme- 
teries, 11  World  War  I monuments 
and  two  tablets,  the  American  Battle 
Monuments  Commission  program  of 
commemoration  includes  the  follow- 
ing: 


SURESNES 

At  the  Suresnes  Cemetery  Memorial, 
senior  representatives  of  the  French 
and  United  States  Governments  pay 
homage  to  our  military  Dead  on  cere- 
monial occasions.  Accordingly,  24  Un- 
known Dead  of  World  War  II  were 
buried  in  this  World  War  I cemetery, 
and  two  loggias  were  added  to  its 
chapel  by  the  Commission,  thereby 
converting  it  into  a shrine  commemo- 
rating our  Dead  of  both  wars. 


EAST  COAST  MEMORIAL 

To  commemorate  those  4,596  Ameri- 
cans who,  in  or  above  the  waters  off 
the  east  coast  of  North  and  South 
America,  gave  their  lives  in  the  service 
of  their  country,  the  Commission 
erected  a memorial  in  Battery  Park, 
New  York  City,  upon  which  their 
names  and  particulars  are  inscribed. 


WEST  COAST  MEMORIAL 

I 

Similarly  the  names  and  particulars 
of  those  412  Americans  who  gave  their 
lives  in  the  service  of  their  country  off 
the  west  coasts  of  the  Americas  are 
recorded  at  the  memorial  erected  by 
the  Commission  at  the  Presidio  of  San 
Francisco. 


HONOLULU  MEMORIAL 

Although  the  National  Memorial 
Cemetery  of  the  Pacific  at  Honolulu 
is  administered  by  the  Department  of 
the  Army,  the  American  Battle  Monu- 
ments Commission,  by  agreement  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Army,  constructed 
a memorial  therein,  incorporating  the 
features  of  the  memorials  in  its  over- 
seas cemeteries.  The  names  of  18,093 
Missing  of  World  War  II  who  gave 
their  lives  in  the  Pacific  areas,  except 
the  Southwest  and  the  Palau  Islands 
which  are  commemorated  at  the 
Manila  Cemetery  Memorial,  are  re- 
corded here  as  well  as  the  8,194  Miss- 
ing of  the  Korean  conflict. 


DISTINGUISHED 
MILITARY  ACTIONS 
COMMEMORATIVE  PROGRAM 

The  Commission’s  memorialization 
program  includes  the  erection  of  other 
monuments  or  commemorative  tablets 
at  places  of  outstanding  military  sig- 
nificance around  the  world  during 
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Honolulu  Memorial  {WW  II  & Korea),  National  Memorial  Cemetery  of  the  Pacific, 

Honolulu,  Hawaii 


World  War  II  and  the  Korean  War. 
Among  these,  plans  have  been  pre- 
pared for  monuments  on  Guam,  and 
at  Utah  Beach  in  France.  The  objec- 
tive is  to  achieve  balanced  commem- 
oration of  all  services  in  all  theaters. 


MEXICO  CITY 
NATIONAL  CEMETERY 

The  Mexico  City  National  Ceme- 
tery, 31  Calzada  Melchor  Ocampo, 
Mexico  City,  Mexico,  was  transferred 
from  administration  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Army  to  the  Commission 
on  July  16,  1947.  In  a mass  grave  in 
this  cemetery  are  interred  the  remains 
of  750  of  our  unidentified  Dead  of  the 
War  of  1847. 


FLORAL  DECORATIONS 

In  the  overseas  cemeteries,  the  deco- 
ration of  graves  or  the  Tablets  of  the 
Missing  with  natural  cut  flowers  only 
is  permitted.  The  Commission  is  always 
ready  to  help  arrange  with  local  flo- 
rists in  foreign  countries  for  placement 
of  such  decorations.  Requests  should 
be  mailed  so  as  to  arrive  at  the  appro- 
priate Commission  office  at  least  five 
days  before  the  date  of  decoration  and 
should  be  accompanied  by  check  or  in- 
ternational money  order  in  dollars  or 
local  currency.  Deposits  may  be  made 
for  a single  decoration  on  a particular 
day — birthday.  Memorial  Day,  Christ- 
mas Day,  for  example — or  for  several 
decorations  on  particular  dates  within 
a year  or  over  a period  of  years.  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  “ABMC 
Flower  Fund,”  money  orders  to  “The 
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200  MILES 


American  Battle  Monuments  Commis- 
sion.” Requests  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Commission’s  European  office,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  Florence,  Sicily- 
Rome,  and  North  Africa  cemeteries, 
where  the  Mediterranean  office  is  re- 
sponsible and  Manila  cemetery,  where 
the  Philippine  office  is  responsible. 


Orders  for  flowers  for  all  cemeteries 
may  also  be  placed  through  any  local 
florist  who  is  a member  of  the  “Florists 
Telegraph  Delivery  Association.”  In 
such  cases,  the  name  of  the  deceased, 
his  rank,  sendee  number,  name  of  the 
cemetery,  country  in  which  located, 
and  the  location  by  plot,  row,  and 
grave  should  be  provided,  if  known. 
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Decorated  Gravesite  of  an  “Unknown’^ 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

Upon  request  of  close  relatives  of 
the  Dead,  buried  or  commemorated  in 
the  Commission’s  World  War  I ceme- 
teries, the  Commission  will  furnish  a 
black-and-white  photograph  of  the 
particular  grave,  or  of  the  section  of 
the  engraved  list  of  the  Missing  which 
includes  the  particular  name. 

To  close  relatives  of  the  Dead,  buried 
or  commemorated  in  the  Commission’s 
World  War  II  cemeteries  and  me- 
morials, the  Commission  will  furnish  a 
color  lithographed  picture  of  the  cem- 
etery, together  with  a black-and-white 
photograph  of  the  particular  grave,  or 
of  the  section  of  the  engraved  list  of  the 
Missing  which  includes  the  particular 
name.  For  the  Honolulu,  East  Coast 
and  West  Coast  Memorials,  the  Com- 
mission will  supply  a lithographed  pic- 
ture of  the  memorial  itself  and  a black- 
and-white  photograph  of  the  appropri- 
ate section  of  the  list  of  the  Missing. 
Photographs  of  graves  in  the  Na- 
tional Memorial  Cemetery  of  the  Pa- 
cific (in  Honolulu)  are  not  available 


through  the  Commission.  Requests  for 
photographs  and  lithographs  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Commission’s  Wash- 
ington Office,  ATTN : Operations  Di- 
vision, 2067  Tempo  A,  Washington, 
D.C.  20315. 


ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION 

Further  information  regarding  cem- 
eteries and  memorials  may  be  obtained 
at  the  Commission’s  offices  in  Wash- 
ington, Garches  (near  Paris) , Rome,  or 
Manila.  Visitors  passing  through  these 
cities  are  invited  to  call.  The  Commis- 
sion’s representatives  there  may  be  of 
assistance  in  verifying  travel  routes  and 
schedules  and  also  in  furnishing  infor- 
mation concerning  overnight  accom- 
modations. These  offices  are  not  open 
on  Saturdays,  Sundays  or  holidays,  but 
essential  information  may  be  obtained 
overseas  through  our  Embassy  tele- 
phone operators. 


Services  to  the  Public  Available  Through  the 
American  Battle  Monuments  Commission 

Name,  location,  and  general  information  concerning  the  cemetery 
or  memorial;  plot,  row,  and  grave  number  if  appropriate;  best' routes 
and  modes  of  travel  in-country  to  the  cemetery  or  memorial;  general 
information  about  the  accommodations  that  may  be  available  in  the 
vicinity;  escort  service  within  the  cemetery  memorial  for  relatives;  letters 
authorizing  fee-free  passports  for  members  of  the  immediate  family 
traveling  overseas  to  visit  a grave  or  memorial  site;  black-and-white 
photographs  of  headstones  and  sections  of  the  tablets  of  the  missing 
on  which  the  servicemen’s  names  are  engraved;  large  color  lithographs 
of  World  War  II  cemeteries  and  memorials  to  which  the  World  War  II 
headstone  or  section  of  the  tablets  of  the  Missing  photographs  are 
affixed;  and  arrangements  for  floral  decoration  of  grave  and  memorial 
sites. 


22 


The  American  Battle  Monuments  Commission 


United  States  Office 

Room  2067,  Tempo  A 
2nd  and  T Streets,  SW 
Washington,  D.G.  20315 
Telephone:  693-6067 
693-6089 

Telegrams:  Monuments,  Washington 

European  Office 

Street  Address: 

68,  rue  19  Janvier 
92  Garches,  France 
Mailing  Address: 

APO  New  York  09777 
Telephone:  970-01-73 
970-20-70 

Telegrams:  ABMG  AMEMBASSY, 
Paris 


Mediterranean  Office 

Street  Address: 

American  Embassy 
Via  Veneto 
Rome,  Italy 

Mailing  Address: 

APO  New  York  09794 

Telephone:  4674,  Ext.  156 
470-157 

Telegram.s:  ABMG  AMEMBASSY, 
Rome 

Philippine  Office 

Street  Address: 

American  Military  Gemetery 
Manila,  R.P. 

Mailing  Address: 

APO  San  Francisco  96528 

Telephone:  Manila  88-02-12 

Telegrams:  AMBAMGOM  Manila, 
R.P. 
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